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Museum object – investigation 
 
The object I chose from the Cardiff Museum to begin my research is a series of ceramic 
floor tiles from the medieval ages (two original worn-out tiles in a glass cabinet and four 
additional tiles outside of the cabinet showing the making process). However, one object led 
me to another... I started drawing the tiles and the artefacts surrounding them in the 
cabinet in order to understand the display and the relationship between the objects. 
Drawing makes me look at things much better than photography as I give them time and 
attention. Through drawing, I became aware of and very interested in a second artefact: a 
wooden bucket also from the medieval ages.  
 

 
 
 
Both objects are illustrating the theme of the cabinet “A warrior society”. But how a 
terracotta floor tile and a wooden bucket, which are mundane everyday objects, relate to 
the theme? The answer is the narratives they carry. The tiles are decorated with a scene of 
knights fighting on horses. The narrative of the bucket is more complex as it is embedded in 
its place of origin. It was found in a Welsh castle and was placed in the cabinet to illustrate 
the lack of resources that would happen during a siege (“When wells ran dry, death or 
surrender often followed” – from accompanying text). 
 
Although I have found a lot of information about the floor tiles, it is more difficult to access 
information about the bucket, but I have an appointment at the museum very soon which 
will bring new information. I have started reading books about museums and the 
representation of the past and memory. I am interested in investigating further the 
relationship between viewers and objects (the way we are presented with a multitude of 
objects in the museum but we visually select a few) . 
 
There are other readings I have done which I relate to the bucket in a more narrative way: 
one book called The Conquest of Water which explains how our relationship with water has 
changed with the domestication of it and the introduction of it in houses (and how the 
design of houses has changed consequently). It is a topic I am very interested in since 
spending time in Asia, where water is something you think much more about as it is not 

Studio – drawings of the museum objects 



necessarily ‘there’ and where buckets are an item of everyday use.  The other reading is 
extracts from my grandmother’s war diaries which is a very well written collection of 
memories that reads like a novel. A lot of passages include comments about lack of food 
and food being taken by the soldiers. Although those episodes are not as dramatic as the 
accounts of the bombing, they are important as they reflect the reality of everyday life. 
 

Studio practice 

 
As I have documented in my blog, I have carried out different visual research:  
- investigation of the pavement and road as ‘floor’ 
- domestic investigation of a drawer in my kitchen.  
The first related to my research into the tile in the museum, into the floor being a space or a 
place that we do not think about; I wanted to focus on some elements of it through 
photography. The kitchen drawer was about looking at a domestic space in a house I have 
just recently moved in and from where I will move out in the next month or so. That 
research was about trying to see when a place becomes a home. I decided to follow the 
advice of George Pérec in The Infraordinary: “Question your teaspoons.” The systematic 
approach of removing everything out of the drawer and drawing each element was 
informative; it felt as if I was taking possession of that space in a sense. Later I carried on 
both visual inquiries by photocopying, cutting parts and layering. 
 

         
 
 
 
With clay, I have started making small maquettes using slabs and 3D drawings which are 
slip-trailed on a plaster bat with casting slip. I have just started to explore a process of 

making  drawing what I’ve made  making what I’ve drawn etc. as the previous blog 
entry shows in pictures. I am enjoying it and will see where it takes me. In parallel, I am 
exploring textures and patterns and hiding/revealing with slips (soon with glaze). I want to 
use processes and methods which I enjoy doing. I will go with what “feels” right and I am 
working without a final product or message in mind. I want to enjoy the process, see what 
each steps inspires me to do next and follow that trail. 

 
 

Visual studies – roads/pavement /floor and kitchen utensils 


